é Corporation of the City of
amm NEW WESTMINSTER

REPORT
Office of the Chief Administrative Officer

To: Mayor Cote and Members of Council Date: September 27, 2021

From: Lisa Spitale File: 05.1035.10
Chief Administrative Officer
ltem #: 2021-387

Subject: ~ Apology from the City of New Westminster to the South Asian
Community and descendants of the Komagata Maru

RECOMMENDATION

THAT Council offer formal apology to the community, families and descendants of those
who were impacted negatively by actions and words of the Council of New Westminster
during the Komagata Maru incident as outlined in this report, and;

THAT Council offer this apology in English, Hindi and Punjabi

PURPOSE

Pursuant to a motion passed by Council on March 1, 2021 this report provides
Council with language for a formal apology to the South Asian community and
descendants of the Komagata Maru. The report asks that the Council offer this
apology in English, Hindi and Punjabi on September 27, 2021 during their regular
evening meeting.

SUMMARY
This report provides the following:
e The reason why the City of New Westminster is offering an apology to the
community, families and descendants of the Komagata Maru
e Language for a formal apology to the South Asian Community and
descendants of the Komagata Maru.
e A translation of the apology into Hindi and Punjabi.
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BACKGROUND

On October 28, 2019 Mr. Raj Singh Toor — spokesperson for the Descendants of
the Komagata Maru Society — attended Council and asked the City to consider
naming a street, park, or other City asset after the Komagata Maru. In response
Council directed City staff to do a report on the connection of New Westminster
and the Komagata Maru incident. In particular, the report should provide
documentation of the support the New Westminster South Asian community
offered to the passengers of the Komagata Maru.

On March 1, 2021 staff reported back to Council with the findings of their
research (Attachment 1). The research did not uncover proof of direct support
offered by New Westminster's South Asian community to the passengers of the
Komagata Maru. However New Westminster was home to one of three
prominent BC South Asian communities at the time; the others were Abbotsford
and Vancouver. For this reason, it was determined to be likely that members of
this community were supportive of passengers on board the vessel.

More importantly, however, the research showed that City actions of the time
were supportive of discriminatory, racist and exclusionary laws that ultimately
brought about the plight of the passengers of the Komagata Maru. Upon learning
of this local history New Westminster Council passed the following motion:

THAT Council direct staff to draft a formal apology to the community, families and
descendants of those who were impacted negatively by the actions and words of
the Council of New Westminster during the Komagata Maru incident.

EXISTING POLICY AND PRACTICE

In the past, The City of New Westminster has offered apologies to communities
that have been wronged by the actions of the City. Most significantly this
occurred on September 20, 2010 when the City apologised to the Chinese
community for historic discriminatory actions towards it.

ANALYSIS

Staff have drafted the following language to apologise to the community, families
and descendants of those who were impacted negatively by actions and words of
the council of New Westminster during the Komagata Maru incident:

On March 1, 2021 New Westminster City Council received a report detailing
actions of the City during the 1914 Komagata Maru incident. This work was
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undertaken at the request of Raj Singh Toor of the Descendants of the
Komagata Maru Society. The report revealed that Council’s actions of the day
were discriminatory and racist. This prompted a motion that the City offer an
apology to the community, families and descendants of those who were
impacted negatively by the actions and words of the Council of New
Westminster during the incident.

The City of New Westminster acknowledges, based on a review of City records
covering the period from 1912 through 1916, that it acted in a discriminatory
manner towards people of South Asian descent.

The City of New Westminster acknowledges that its formal support of
discriminatory, racist and exclusionary legislation contributed to the plight of the
passengers of the Komagata Maru, both in Canadian waters and upon their
return to India.

The City of New Westminster acknowledges that for over 100 years the South
Asian community has been a socially supportive and active part of New
Westminster’'s community. City actions of the day would have made its South
Asian residents feel unwelcome and unsafe in their community. Currently,
about 5,790 people of South Asian ancestry continue to call New Westminster
their home.

The past actions of Council are not consistent with current Council values and
strategic priorities around Reconciliation, Inclusion and Engagement. To this
end, the City has committed to naming both the docks of the Q to Q Ferry and
the Queensborough River Walk in memory of the Komagata Maru; to act as a
reminder its past harmful acts to the South Asian community and to foster
respect and understanding for their histories.

The City of New Westminster formally apologizes to the South Asian
community and the descendants of the survivors of the Komagata Maru for
its past actions which resulted in discrimination and exclusion. The City
looks forward to working together inclusively; in the spirit of friendship,
community and co-operation to build strong bonds and lasting relations.

Translations of this apology into Hindi and Punjabi are as follows:
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Hindi

FHET, AT AR F TRARTt Hv et & g deefvey Rd #
4TAT IrTAT

werfFa v steafRe svaT grasr - 27 ey, 2021

1 Ard, 2021 F 7 IFEAET B FEFT F 1914 & FIANCT A& GeAr F G A
GIRT # 75 FHary & favorget Rule qrey g1 BRrseq 3w AT A SRasel &
IS B G & HeRher o ag @ A amar A RO & gar a&r & FEfae 39 e
@ FRaTs ATyl AT dEcraRt o s@ RulE & ded v geda IRE @R aar & et
@ 3T A @ FHGrT, IRART IR GRSt & AT I FA AR S FH geAr & T
qmﬁmﬁ##wwm#mw#mgw

1912 & 1916 % & HafG & fA R&is & gAem & Jrew w g deeFeey @ 77
FFIT ael & @ 5w afdvr oftrand ger & & & 9f Agsmagef G & anaE £

77 decfAeey RS a5 & N Fe § [ dAfga ST H ana # Fadr argdt gt
affeufaal #, dgsmaqel, sifaadt sl afpvanard @6 & dvailes gada & aammer
A & Fif3at F gaer & FerErT &

7 dreArey B 77 & & & @ w0 7 ot wfes aul & afier ot a5erT
AT & FHard & [V GEfGs §9 & GEaf i s 9T T 81 36 & e #
FrarE & affor ofiard FafRar @ 3R GHery F AR A IS & BAT g
FeAAT H, GTET RIS ol & I 5,790 @7 +F vClAEeT & H9aAT 6 At &

3G T qdacd FRaFAT dAAE P @ Hedl AN golg, FHE AR HERT #
Heeaqul GrIRFAH & Hgeq #7¢] &1 58 FAGT v+ & [ afaor vRiarg axar & qia
g H BT U IRaEy Fal E AG R [ AR 37 SR i 5HEE IR 39 97
AT gHe wwA F [ @S &g ¢ g W IR FES Rav aiF @ gl davenst
FIATICT HE @ g A FAHINT It & [0 Glaage &1

~q dwefHEey S afftor vRiars s#er ik @lAmEmer A & 3avsifadl & dws & yve
e araf & fAv slvaes &7 & gmr araar #vdt & G oRvmaeasy 3@ e
He3a AR alevr g3l [E wAaRh w7 & A arganas Jik dEa @ s & g
Aer #T F1H F & v R ¢ Jifa gang AR geamA gaet &1 [HAr g/
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Punjabi

CITY OF NEW WESTMINSTER APOLOGY TO THE COMMUNITY, FAMILIES AND DESCENDANTS
OF THE KOMAGATA MARU

YN W3 T T 77957 - AFST 27, 2021

1 HTT 2021 & 168 @ACHBAST IHE] dAG 3 1914 189 SHHTIET H'g YSBT E9's HIIT 8
151 argeel € 2afen” & fodae HE] I BT & dHareT Hg € S & FHES] € I
1Hy 37 €1 9651 3 57 67y IGUIE 189 HBTHT Jfem™ Il GH HH €] SRS & argee] Y55
W3 BHBTT H BH € 337 € BT yATT JF &7 M d BH YSaT 895 168
SHEHEAST € dAG € HETT W3 FITEm 38 YIRS FHTT € 8F, UITT W3
BTG a8 ST JAS HH o3 J3)

158 SHCHBAST € 17T 1912 31916 AH €y eRzed & HHifey € ward 3 BT Aelard
el J 1 A 88 SHe] BHWE 4B € B YFT UHyTST TEET ST [P

156 Sehisres el g Fearg aoel & i BR & st snserel w3 Serel arde &
THH] HHIES & SHETET H'g © T3y’ & 3337 € Ushy [eg w3 [TeRT"s 4R Ydzs 3
I ETCH" 8T HIre'S YTen

TAET W'E 168 @ACHAHRST BT Aelard dael J 14 100 A& 3 e4el SR 8lod" 158
SHEHAHET F8Ta T AHTHa 39 3 ATea w3 AIIITgH I[TAT 19T J) T e Br fes
FITEyT] BH A Fa55 5790 SHET EHWE 1B € B 168 SHSHEHAST & Wls YT
FiJe Ia|

e FEBITd FTHITT € Wegs Bl THET EHMYTE TEITT Iedd JiF RisBy Tdiardel
FITTE € UST'E TH W3 [BH FETI € BIFTH B HIZTT W3 HHE & ETHTIS 595 €
H3E B8 Q FQ I W3 FESHES IG5 T € O I T STHAIS FHTIEST H & 7E [T
HIG T GHET JFT I

158 2HchiereT & Hel eyvsl SRl FElod w3 dndreT g € g9 98 Ba €
EsT eyt 3 sy IS8T FTeEiv B8 ST HHT ST aJel I Mgt IS
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ez w3 watredi € e der Jel HEl FEIe g €Y S5, FETS WS HITHTT €
TS 5 HHTS 506 W3 HEE ITHS G50 B &€ ETHT W3 HH 578 [HS & 1 95
& GHie aaet I

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

There are no financial implications to this apology.

INTERDEPARTMENTAL LIAISON

Staff in Social Planning, Public Engagement, Legislative Services,
Communications and Legal have been liaised with in drafting this report.

OPTIONS
Staff offer the following Options are presented for Council’s consideration:

That Council
1. offer formal apology to the community, families and descendants of those
who were impacted negatively by actions and words of the Council of New
Westminster during the Komagata Maru incident as outlined in this report,
and;
2. offer this apology in English, Hindi and Punjabi

3. Provides staff with alternative direction

Staff recommends options 1 and 2.

ATTACHMENTS

Attachment 1: March 1, 2021 report to Council “Naming of City Asset in
Commemoration of the Komagata Maru”

APPROVALS

This report was prepared by:
Rob McCullough, Manager of Museums and Heritage Services



City of New Westminster September 27, 2021

This report was approved by:
Lisa Spitale, Chief Administrative Officer
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