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Direct Quote from Komagata Maru – Continuing the Journey – A website developed by the Simon 
Fraser University Library to shed light on the Komagata Maru incident and its significance to Canadian 
history

“On May 23, 1914, a crowded ship from Hong Kong carrying 376 passengers, most being immigrants 
from Punjab, British India, arrived in Vancouver's Burrard Inlet. The passengers, all British subjects, 
were challenging the Continuous Passage regulation, which stated that immigrants must "come from 
the country of their birth, or citizenship, by a continuous journey and on through tickets purchased 
before leaving the country of their birth, or citizenship." The regulation had been brought into force in 
1908 in an effort to curb Indian immigration to Canada. As a result, the Komagata Maru was denied 
docking by the authorities and only twenty returning residents, and the ship's doctor and his family 
were eventually granted admission to Canada. Following a two month stalemate, the ship was 
escorted out of the harbour by the Canadian military on July 23, 1914 and forced to sail back to Budge-
Budge, India where nineteen of the passengers were killed by gunfire upon disembarking and many 
others imprisoned.
The Komagata Maru story reflects a deliberate, exclusionary policy of the Canadian government to 
keep out ethnicities with whom it deemed unfit to enter. These justifications were couched in racist 
and ethnocentric views of "progress", "civilization", and "suitability" which all buttressed the view that 
Canada should remain a "White Man's Country".

http://komagatamarujourney.ca/incident
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• Researched Council minutes, newspapers, City property assessment rolls and Komagata Maru
archival documents on SFU Library’s webpage

• A reply to Council from the Superintendent of Immigration W.D. Scott stated that: 
“Representations of the City of New Westminster in common with similar representation from 
other quarters regarding the exclusion of the passengers on the Komogata Maru have received the 
careful attention of the govern, which will make every effort to see that all existing immigration 
regulations are strictly enforced.

• A notice was further issued from the Mayor’s Office calling a “Public Meeting to consider the 
exclusion of the “Hindus” now onboard the ship Komagata Maru at Vancouver”

• There are a few research leads that staff are chasing.  The names of some Shore Committee 
members are similar to those of property owners in the City.  The Shore Committee was a group of 
BC residents that organized to support Komagata Maru passengers.  One name is of particular 
interest and being researched more deeply by staff – Met Singh.  He owned a property along Ewen
Avenue across from where Sukh Sagar park sits today.
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Staff have consulted with the Sukh Sagar Gurdwara and they are supportive of this 
naming.
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