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What is a floating bus stop?

Primer on the BC Design Guide for Bus Stops Adjacent to Cycling Infrastructure

Challenges with floating bus stops

East Sixth Avenue Project

Engaging with the Accessibility Community

Agenda
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Also known as a bus boarding island

Bus stop separated from the sidewalk by a bike lane

A C C E S S  F O R  E V E R Y O N E
Every person has the right to travel safely and comfortably however they 

choose to do so regardless of their ability.

S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y
Integrating sustainable forms of transportation to work together to provide a 

range of options for people’s every day trips.

What is a floating bus stop?



Before 2024

April 24, 2024

May 7, 2024

November 2024

January 7, 2025

BC Design Guide for Bus 

Stops Adjacent to Cycling 

Infrastructure release

TransLink update to the 

Implementation and 

Guidelines section of 

website

CNIB Open Letter in 

response to Design Guide

CNIB Open Letter updateMunicipalities building 

floating bus stops without 

BC design guidance

2025-03-06 4

BC Design Guide for Bus Stops 
Adjacent to Cycling Infrastructure
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Key bus stop elements in BC Guide
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Challenges 
of floating 
bus stops

P E D - B I K E  C O N F L I C T
P A R T I C U L A R L Y  W H E N  
M I D - B L O C K  O R  B I -
D I R E C T I O N A L

R I S K  O F  P E O P L E  
G E T T I N G  S T U C K  I N  
T H E  B I K E  L A N E

D I F F I C U L T  T O  N A V I G A T E  
– P E O P L E  W I T H  M O B I L I T Y  
C H A L L E N G E S  A N D  P E O P L E  
W I T H  N O  V I S I O N / L O W  
V I S I O N
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East Sixth 
Avenue 
Project
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BC Guide recommends avoid 
conflicts or minimize conflicts
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Consultant  
proposed 
floating bus 
stop as per 
BC Design 
Guide



Engaging the accessibility 
community
Site constraints, project history, and partner agency requirements may require the design of a mid-block bus stop 

and a bi-directional protected lane
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H E A R  C O N C E R N ( S )

How can you guarantee a cyclist 

will stop at a floating bus stop?

The BC Design Guide doesn’t 

address our concern

Invite people with lived 

experience

Hired an orientation and 

mobility specialist to provide 

safe navigation during the site 

visit

T A I L O R  D E S I G N

Based on feedback received, tailor the bus 

stop design to prioritize universal accessibility

Likely means departing from published BC 

Design guide

V I S I T  S I T E  T O G E T H E R



Questions?
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