
NEW WESTMINSTER, 
A COMPASSIONATE CITY:
Hospice and Bereavement Care, 

Moving Forward 





“Bill’s Story” (2014)



Compassionate Cities: 
Public Health & End-of-Life Care

by Dr. Allan Kellehear
Published in 2005

“Imagine if communities
really cared about their
members’ health and social
well-being. Imagine if that
care extended to the dying,
death, and loss experienced
by EVERYONE in those
communities.”



A Compassionate City is a community that 
recognizes that care for one another at times of 

crisis and loss is not simply a task solely for 
health and social services but is

EVERYONE’S 
RESPONSIBILITY 



Compassionate City Charter 
(Kellehear & Abel, 2015)





Community Engagement Approach
• In New West, By New West, For New West
• Question Everything!
• Amazing work already being done
• Community members are the experts
• Partnerships are Critical
• Importance of Political Connections



Community Conversation 
Three Priorities

1. Build a Hospice Residence

2. Normalize Dying, Death, & Grief

3. Reaching In



Dedicated to building a grassroots hospice 
initiative from the community level up, 

based on the Compassionate City model. 



Partners & Supporters



Compassionate City Crew



Walk & Talk – Grief Support 
Walking Group



Expressive Art Therapy





Dialogue(s) on Death & Dying



V4V: Voice for the Vulnerable
To create connections, tools, and resources 
that support access to meaningful and 
appropriate end-of-life care through 
Advance Care Planning with persons 
experiencing homelessness                   
in New Westminster



Legion Manor Project



New West Needs 
a Hospice



Join Us!
newwesthospice.ca

@newwesthospice 
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