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Supplement to: OPEN BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING

Date: September 28, 2021

Submitted by: Bettina Ketcham, Secretary-Treasurer

Item: Requiring Action Yes No For Information

Subject: 2021-22 Eligible School Site Proposal (ESSP)

Background

Provincial Legislation requires that an ESSP resolution be passed annually if the school district 

plans to acquire future school sites. The purpose of the ESSP is to identify the eligible school site 

requirements for the District that will be incorporated into its Five-Year Capital Plan. 

Pursuant to the School Site Acquisition provisions of the Local Government Act, a 2021-22 Eligible 

School Site Proposal (ESSP) has been drafted in consultation with local government.  The 

District’s 10-year residential unit projections are based on information provided by City of New 

Westminster.

The ESSP is required to be passed by the Board of Education annually to identify proposed new 

school site requirements in the District, including long-term future acquisitions.  Once adopted by 

the Board, a certified copy of its ESSP resolution and report will be provided to the City of New 

Westminster for acceptance pursuant to the School Site Acquisition Provisions of the Local 

Government Act.  The eligible school site requirements must also be included in the District’s Five-

Year Capital Plan.

Pursuant to the Local Government Act, it has been estimated that the student growth from new 

housing units within ten years, based on estimated student yield from different forms of housing in 

Schedule ‘A’.  The general location, size and cost of proposed school sites is identified in Schedule 

‘B’. 

The projected growth of new housing and impact on enrolment growth at schools has been 

included in the District’s Long Range Facilities Plan (LRFP), which recognizes the need for future 

school sites in the Fraser River Zone, Glenbrook Zone and Queensborough Zone to serve short 

term and long-term growth beyond 2035. 
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SUMMARY 

This report recommends the 2021-22 Eligible School Site Proposal (ESSP) be approved by the 

Board of Education through adoption of the attached resolution, pursuant to the requirements of 

the Local Government Act. 

Following the approval of the 2021-22 ESSP, a certified copy of the Board’s resolution will be 

submitted to the City of New Westminster for acceptance pursuant to the Act, and the eligible 

school site values will be included in the 2022-23 Five-Year Capital Plan.

Recommendation: 

THAT the Board of Education of School District No. 40 (New Westminster) approves the 

2021-22 Eligible School Site Proposal (ESSP) through adoption of the 2021-22 ESSP 

Resolution.
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September 28, 2021

Board Resolution – 2021-22 Eligible School Site Proposal (ESSP)

WHEREAS Section 142 of the School Act requires that a Board of Education submit a capital plan to the 

Minister of Education; and 

WHEREAS Local Government Act Section 574.2 requires that before a board of education submits the 

capital plan required under School Act Section 142 it consult with each local government in the school district 

and, that the board of education and local government make all reasonable efforts to reach agreement on 

the following:

a projection of the number of eligible development units to be authorized over the 10 year period that 

has been specified by the Minister of Education;

the projection of the number of school age children (as defined in the School Act) that will be added 

to the school district as the result of the eligible development units;

the approximate size and number of school sites required to accommodate the number of school 

age children projected as a result of the addition of eligible development units;

the approximate location and value of the school sites; and,

WHEREAS the Board of Education of School District No. 40 (New Westminster) has consulted with 

representatives of the development industry and the City of New Westminster on these matters; 

IT IS RESOLVED THAT:

1) Based on information received from local government, the Board of Education of School District No. 

40 (New Westminster) estimates that there will be 12,935 new development units constructed in the 

school district over the next 10 years (Schedule ‘A’);

2) These 12,935 new development units will be home to an estimated 1,963 school age children 

(Schedule ‘A’);

3) The Board of Education expects that one (1) new school site will be required in the vicinity of the 

Fraser River zone as well as planned expansions to a number of schools over the next 10 year 

period to accommodate student growth resulting from new residential development within the school 

district;

4) According to Ministry of Education site standards presented in Schedule ‘B’, the eligible school site 

will require approximately four and a half (4.5) hectares in the Fraser River, Glenbrook and 

Queensborough zones; the sites are expected to be purchased within 10 years and at current 

serviced land cost, the land would cost approximately $38,000,000; and

5) The Eligible School Site Proposal be incorporated into the 2022-23 Five-Year Capital Plan and 

submitted to the Ministry of Education.
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