
COLUMBIA SQUARE
88 TENTH STREET

June 12, 2023

ON TABLE
Council Workshop
June 12, 2023
re: Item 2.1



      COLUMBIA SQUARE

PROJECT VISION
A COMPLETE COMMUNITY
ENVIRONMENTAL & CULTURAL RECONCILIATION

HOUSING FOR ALL

RETAIL/JOB SPACE RETENTION AND CREATION

PEDESTRIAN-CENTRED PUBLIC REALM

NATURE IN THE CITY
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PROJECT DESIGNATION
4.3 Tower Precinct

CONTEXT
The Tower precinct is intended to accommodate a significant share of Downtown’s residential and com-
mercial growth. Where other precincts focus on Downtown’s heritage assets, waterfront setting, and 
family-oriented needs, this precinct will continue to develop as a high-density employment and housing 
area. Building on its current employment base and on the presence of SkyTrain, this precinct is well 
positioned to capture region-serving office employers seeking to locate in New Westminster. 

The boundaries of the Tower Precinct are Royal Avenue to the north, Columbia and Clarkson Streets to the 
south, Sixth Street to the east and Stewardson Way to the west.

The Tower Precinct is home to two major region-serving institutions spread over 2.8 hectares - Douglas 
College and the Courthouse – drawing people from around the region to study, work and do business. It 
includes a diverse mix of land uses including institutional, residential, retail and office, and is home to 
one of Downtown’s two SkyTrain stations.

Provincial Law CourtsDouglas College

35 DOWNTOWN COMMUNITY PLAN — Character Precincts

DOWNTOWN COMMUNITY PLAN - TOWER PRECINCT

SITE
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COUNCIL PRIORITIES

Community Belonging 
and Connecting

Asset Management and Infrastructure

People-Centered 
Economy

Safe Movement 
of People

Homes and Housing Options
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The City of New 
Westminster is driven by 
the following vision to be: 

City of New Westminster  |  Council Strategic Priorities Plan

A vibrant, 
compassionate, 
resilient city where 
everyone can thrive.

The 2023-2026 Council Strategic Priorities Plan includes five areas of focus with community belonging and connecting at the heart.

Community Belonging and Connecting
A community where everyone belongs and has 
the opportunity to connect and contribute. 

Homes and Housing Options
Clear the way for all types of homes needed by 
people today and tomorrow, prioritizing homes 
for those with the greatest need.

People-Centered Economy
A local, nimble, resilient economy that serves our 
local community.

Safe Movement of People
Prioritize the movement of people on foot, cycle 
and transit on streets that are safer for all.

Asset Management and Infrastructure
Resilient infrastructure that meets the 
community’s needs today and into the future.

COUNCIL STRATEGIC PRIORITIES PLAN 2023-2026
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SITE EVOLUTION

STUMP CITYA PLACE FOR FIRST NATIONS CIVIC CENTER-1947 PRESENT

PRESENT

VISION FOR FUTURE
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Site Evolution - First Nations Fluvial Plain Local Ecology Riverine Massing ResponseLand Topography

SITE NARRATIVE 
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INDIGENOUS ENGAGEMENT PROCESS

“A community where everyone belongs and has the opportunity to connect and contribute.”

ENVIRONMENTAL & CULTURAL RECONCILIATION

LEADING CULTURAL ADVISOR FLUID ENGAGEMENT PROCESS DEVELOPMENT OF CULTURAL CONTRIBUTIONS
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COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTIONS

“A community where everyone belongs and has the opportunity to connect and contribute.”

ENVIRONMENTAL & CULTURAL RECONCILIATION

DAYCARE

ON SITE FACILITIES

PUBLIC ART
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR NEIGHBOURING CITY PARCEL

“A community where everyone belongs and has the opportunity to connect and contribute.”

ENVIRONMENTAL & CULTURAL RECONCILIATION

PUBLIC ART

OPEN SPACE

INTEGRATION WITH 
COLUMBIA SQUARE

COMMUNITY
ELEMENT

OTHER 

OPPORTUNITIES?
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HOUSING FOR ALL

AFFORDABLE HOUSING, MARKET RENTAL & OWNERSHIP

“Clear the way for all types of homes needed by people today and tomorrow, prioritizing homes for those with the greatest need.”

PROPOSED HOUSING BREAKDOWN

10% FSR = 406 UNITS

AFFORDABLE 

10% FSR = 398 UNITS

MARKET RENTAL 

80% FSR = 3,177 UNITS

OWNERSHIP 
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“A local, nimble, resilient economy that serves our local community.”

RETAIL/JOB SPACE RETENTION AND CREATION

ACTIVE RETAIL, COMMERCIAL & OFFICE AREAS

TOTAL JOB CREATION 
(POST-CONSTRUCTION)

1,500

OTHERS

80

DAYCARE

20

+

+

+

=

RETAIL

400

OFFICE

1,000

124,650 SQ.FT
OFFICE 

119,240 SQ.FT
RETAIL 

14,000 SQ.FT
DAYCARE 

86,000 SQ.FT
AMENITY 
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PROPOSAL

“Prioritize the movement of people on foot, cycle and transit on streets that are safer for all.”

PEDESTRIAN-CENTRED PUBLIC REALM
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GATEWAY ENTRANCE PUBLIC REALM

“Prioritize the movement of people on foot, cycle and transit on streets that are safer for all.”

PEDESTRIAN-CENTRED PUBLIC REALM

PODIA WITH URBAN AGRICULTURE

GATEWAY ENTRANCE

BREEZEWAY

PODIA WITH HABITAT PLANTING
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CAR-FREE GROUND PLAN

“Prioritize the movement of people on foot, cycle and transit on streets that are safer for all.”

PEDESTRIAN-CENTRED PUBLIC REALM

CENTRAL PAVILION & 

SHADE STRUCTURE

CENTRAL GATHERING MOUNDS

OUTDOOR RETAIL ZONES

AROUND CENTRAL PLAZA

CENTRAL PLAZA WITH WATER FEATURE
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SUSTAINABILITY

“Resilient infrastructure that meets the community’s needs today and into the future.”

NATURE IN THE CITY

RAINWATER MANAGEMENT

RREWILDING & URBAN CANOPY

DESIGN INSPIRED BY NATURE
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CONCLUSION 

ENVIRONMENTAL & CULTURAL RECONCILIATION

HOUSING FOR ALL

RETAIL/JOB SPACE RETENTION AND CREATION

PEDESTRIAN-CENTRED PUBLIC REALM

NATURE IN THE CITY

“Reimage Columbia Square into a vibrant, mixed-used 

gateway project for downtown New Westminster.”



THANK YOU.


