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Item #:  2023-91 

Subject:        Temporary Working Space Agreement (GVSD590) for 590 Blackberry 
Drive  

 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council approve the Temporary Working Space Agreement at 590 Blackberry 
Drive for execution by the Mayor and City Clerk as outlined in this report. 
 

 
PURPOSE 
 
To seek Council’s authorization to enter into a Temporary Working Space Agreement 
with Greater Vancouver Sewerage and Drainage District (“Metro Vancouver”) and Onni 
Development (Victoria Hill) Corp. (the “Onni”). 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Metro Vancouver maintains and operates existing sewer facilities, known as Glenbrook 
Combined Trunk Sewer New Westminster Interceptor, situated within the Glenbrook 
Ravine lands and protected under a Statutory Right of Way (SRW). Metro Vancouver is 
planning the construction of the Glenbrook Combined Trunk Sewer Interceptor CSO Gate 
Replacement in the summer of 2023. The project is located within the north portion of the 
Glenbrook Ravine (highlighted in Figure 1 below, and referred to as ‘Parcel P’). Metro 
Vancouver has requested a temporary working space within portions of the Glenbrook 
Ravine lands for access, laydown and storage of construction materials for the project. 
Onni Development currently owns this portion of the Glenbrook Ravine. 
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While Onni has agreed to provide the project's requested temporary working space to 
Metro Vancouver, city staff have also provided Metro with requrements for pedestrian 
access and protection of trees/ shrubs within the Ravine during construction as well as 
reinstatement of the trail and vegetation (as required) post construction. 
   
As part of the Woodlands development agreement, Onni is required to transfer Parcel P 
as parkland to the City following the final completion of works within the development. 
The land transfer from Onni to the City is still pending. 
 

 
Figure 1  Upper Glenbrook Ravine (Parcel P) 

 
The Glenbrook Combined Trunk Sewer collects combined sewage from approximately 
one-third of New Westminster and portions of Burnaby. The gate being replaced 
effectively diverts the combined sewer flows to the overflow pipe contained in the ravine. 
The overflows are diverted into the Fraser River via an outfall at the foot of the ravine. 
The valve in question has reached the end of its service life and needs to be replaced. 
The valve helps with the smooth operation of the MV Glenbrook trunk. It ensures that the 
more harmful concentrated sanitary sewer flows originating upstream have priority to the 
treatment plant during wet weather events, while the more dilute combined overflows are 
allowed to overflow into the Fraser River.   
 
The City must enter into a Temporary Working Space Agreement with Metro Vancouver 
and Onni to enable Metro Vancouver to tender the works in February 2023. Construction 
is expected during the dry summer months, between May to October 2023. 
  
As per the agreement, Metro Vancouver will meet requirements per the City’s Tree 
Protection and Regulation Bylaw No. 7799, 2016 to protect existing trees, shrubs, bushes 
and other vegetation, soil or growth on the surface of the Licenced Area. 
 
On June 27, 2022, Council considered this Temporary Working Space Agreement report 
and directed staff to work with Metro Vancouver to explore maintaining access to all public 
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footpaths, either existing or through temporary means, during the term of the agreement. 
Staff are now reporting back on the findings.   
 
EXISTING POLICY/PRACTICE  
  
It is the practice of the City to enter into temporary license agreements while ensuring 
potential risks and liabilities are mitigated. Metro Vancouver will indemnify and hold 
harmless the City while the project is being undertaken.  
 
ANALYSIS  
 
At the request of the City, Metro Vancouver retained Stantec to investigate the feasibility  
of providing public access to the North–West areas of the Glenbrook ravine during 
construction. The existing trail from Glenbrook Ravine will be closed through construction 
for safety reasons.  Two temporary trail locations (West temporary trail option, off Glen 
Court and East temporary trail option, east of existing Glenbrook Drive access) were 
assessed during the investigation (refer to trails highlighted in green in Figure 2 below). 
 

                     
Figure 2  Temporary trails investigations 

 
The report and findings from Stantec do not recommend either of the temporary access 
trails be constructed as part of this project for the following reasons: 

WEST TEMPORARY 
TRAIL OPTION 

EAST TEMPORARY 
TRAIL OPTION 
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 Significant and long-lasting environmental impacts to Glenbrook Ravine, 
including the removal of 23 trees for the east option and 40 trees for the West 
option; 

 High risk to public safety with the public being meters away from deep 
excavations (7m deep) and construction equipment; and 

 Compromise to the ravine slope stability in both options.  
 

Although Metro Vancouver proposes to close the east access from Glenbrook Drive, the 
pedestrian access from Ginger and Blackberry Drive (west stair access), Kwantlen Court 
(east stair access), and Jamieson Crescent (trail accessed from the south) will remain 
open through construction (Refer to Figure 3 below). Traffic control personnel and 
wayfinding signage will be located along the open trail areas to ensure public safety. 
  
Construction trucks from Jamison Cresent will be restricted to certain time periods, i.e. 7 
am to 8 am and 5 pm to 6 pm, with comprehensive traffic control in place. 
 

  
 Figure 3  Pedestrian Access to Glenbrook Ravine during construction 

 
Through discussions with Metro Vancouver, staff identified that the existing stairs at 
Kwantlen Court (east access) are at the end of life and require rehabilitation. Metro 
Vancouver is prepared to rehabilitate the Kwantlen Court stairs, upgrading them from 
timber steps to concrete, prior to the start of construction. This rehabilitation offers a 
permanent improvement to Ravine access from the east. Metro Vancouver will bear the 
cost of this work as an offset measure for the disruption to the North-West sections of the 
Glenbrook Ravine, resulting in a net benefit to the neighbourhood and park users for the 
long-term.      
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Figure 4  Kwantlen Court staircase rehabilitation – Offset measure 

 
Staff agree with the comprehensive proposed park access plan during construction, 
including the offset measure and have facilitated the inclusion of these measures into the 
temporary space agreement (See attachment 1). 
 
In order for the agreement to be executed, Council must delegate authority to the Mayor 
and City Clerk. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT  
 
There is no financial impact to the City. The rehabilitation of the Kwantlen Cresent access 
stairs will be a net benefit to the City. 
 
INTERDEPARTMENTAL LIAISON 
 
Interdepartmental liaison to date has included coordination between Engineering 
Services, Parks and Recreation, and the City’s Solicitor in reviewing the agreement and 
access considerations.  
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OPTIONS  
 
The following options are presented for Council’s consideration:  
  

1. THAT Council approve the Temporary Working Space Agreement for execution by 
the Mayor and City Clerk as outlined in this report; 

 
2. Provide staff with other direction.  

 
Staff recommend options 1.  
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Approval of this temporary working space is essential for the work plan and timeline of 
Metro Vancouver’s Glenbrook Combined Trunk Sewer Interceptor CSO Gate 
Replacement project. Proceeding with the replacement works will help improve the 
operation of the existing Metro Vancouver trunk sewer interceptor system, which the City 
Sanitary and Drainage system is dependent upon.  In addition, access to the Ravine will 
be improved over the long term. 
  
A Council resolution is required. Staff recommends that Council approve the execution of 
the Temporary Working Space Agreement as outlined in this report and attached herein.  
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Attachment 1 – Temporary Working Space Agreement 
Attachment 2 – Stantec Memo on Temporary Trail Options 
Attachment 3 – Metro Vancouver Project Presentation 
 
This report was prepared by: 
Kwaku Agyare-Manu, P.Eng Senior Manager, Engineering Services 
 
This report was reviewed by: 
Erika Mashig, Manager of Parks and Open Space  
Craig MacFarlane, Manager of Legal Services – City Solicitor 
Binega Markos, P.Eng., Development Project Engineer  
Catalin Dobrescu, P.Eng., Utilities and Special Projects Engineer 
 
This report was approved by: 
Lisa Leblanc, Director of Engineering Services 
Dean Gibson, Director of Parks and Recreation 
Lisa Spitale, Chief Administrative Officer 
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