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7.1 Downtown Recovery Strategy, Councillor Johnstone and Councillor
Trentadue

MOVED AND SECONDED
WHEREAS Downtown is the densest and most rapidly-growing residential
neighbourhood of New Westminster, representing a commitment to regional
Transit-Oriented Mixed-Use development goals concentrated in identified
Regional City Centres; and

WHEREAS the initial revitalization since the 2010 Downfown Community Plan
was developed has suffered a series of more recent setbacks, including the loss
of several historic buildings to fires and the loss of a major anchor retailer, while
a recent loss of park space and ongoing construction serve to challenge livability
goals for the downtown community; and

WHEREAS despite robust growth, several properties in the key blocks of
Columbia Street have been derelict or vacant for many years, impairing
neighborhood revitalization efforts and challenging the impression of Columbia
Street as a vibrant commercial district for both residents and existing businesses;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT staff review strategies and regulatory
tools available to Council to support the rapid revitalization of underperforming,
derelict, and vacant properties on Columbia Street in the historic Downtown,
including but not limited to powers under the New Westminster Redevelopment
Act (1989), and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT staff provide recommendations for rapid
and medium-term actions to support the vibrancy of business, the activation of
the streets, and improving the amenity value of the historic Downtown for all
residents of New Westminster.

Carried.
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