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Heritage Assessment 
133 Debeck Street 
New Westminster, BC 
 
July 2021 
 
Introduction 
 
The subject building, a single-family residence, is located at 133 Debeck Street in New Westminster, 
British Columbia and is being evaluated in order to determine if it has heritage value. There are two 
types of documents that discuss the heritage value of a building: a Heritage Assessment and a Statement 
of Significance.  The purpose of a Heritage Assessment is to determine if a building has heritage value, 
while a Statement of Significance (SOS) is based on heritage value being already determined and 
identifies the details of that heritage value.  
 
The heritage value of a place is determined by assessing if it has aesthetic, cultural, historic, scientific, 
social and/or spiritual importance or significance for past, present and future generations (using the 
Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada 1).  If present, these values 
would be embodied by character-defining elements typically identified as materials, forms, location, 
spatial configurations, uses and cultural associations or meanings.  This document is an assessment and 
therefore does not go into the level of detail of an SOS, but it will make general statements regarding 
heritage value and character-defining elements.   
 
Due to the restrictions in place because of the Pandemic, this assessment is a ‘desktop’ review, which is 
acceptable to the City of New Westminster.  Every effort has been made to provide thorough online 
research upon which this heritage assessment has been based.   
 
Context 
 
Constructed in 1912, the property has the following site physical characteristics:  

Site Area: 609 sqm (6,560 sq ft)  Floor Space Ratio:   0.249 
Frontage: 15.15 m (49.70 ft)  Site Coverage:       16% 
Average Depth:  40.23 m (131.99 ft) 

 
The property is zoned RT-1, the intent of which is to “…in combination with the design guidelines for 
infill townhouse and rowhouse within the Official Community Plan, allow infill townhouses and 
rowhouses which integrate well into existing single detached residential neighbourhoods”2.  
 
The property is identified in the Official Community Plan as (RGO) Residential – Ground Oriented Infill 
Housing, the purpose of which is: “to allow a mix of ground oriented infill housing forms which are 
complementary to the existing neighbourhood character. Generally forms with a higher number of units 

 
1 The Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada, Second Edition, 2010.  
p. 5. 
2 City of New Westminster Zoning Bylaw, Section 405.1. 
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are expected to be located on larger properties. Units can be attached, detached or a combination of 
the two.”3. 
 
For more details on the expectations for the Zoning category and the OCP designation, please consult 
with the City’s Planning Division. 
 
The property is shown on the following maps, outlined in yellow. Debeck Street is a short street with 11 
properties facing it, all but one on the north side of the street.  On the south side of the street, most of 
the houses have their side yards facing Debeck Street.  This residential street has mostly single-family or 
duplex houses at the present time. The street is bookended by East Columbia Street to the east and 
Miner Street to the west. Across Miner Street is the Fraser Cemetery.  

 
 
  

 
3 City of New Westminster Official Community Plan – Mainland Use Designations, p. 3. 

Map Courtesy of City Views (CNW) V. 3.0 

Map Courtesy of Google Maps, 2021 
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Of the 11 properties with addresses on Debeck Street, the oldest were constructed in 1912 (the subject 
house and the house next door at 131 Debeck Street).  The other houses range in age from 1926 to 
2014.   The other house that was constructed in 1912 and the next oldest (125 Debeck Street, 
constructed in 1926) still retain some design elements that were typical of their time periods.  
 

Address – north side of Debeck Street Year Constructed 
122/135 1992 
133 (subject house) 1912 
131 1912 
129 2014 
127 2011 
125 1926 
123 1940 
121 2009 
119 1948 
113/115 1979 
Address – south side of Debeck Street Year Constructed 
114 1975 

 
 
  

131 Debeck St, constructed 1912. Image Courtesy of Google Maps – Street View, 2021 

125 Debeck St, constructed 1926. Image Courtesy of Google Maps – Street View, 2021 
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Photographs of the Subject Building (July 2021) 
Courtesy of G. Ahuja 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

North (rear) elevation 

South (front) elevation 
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East elevation 

West elevation 
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The Building 
 
The building was constructed in 1912 but does not have any typical characteristics of a house 
constructed during this time period.  The house has a small square footprint with boxy massing. It is one 
storey with an exposed basement.  It has a side gable roof with flush eaves in the gable ends and 
medium, closed eaves on the front and rear elevations.   
 
The siding is wide horizontal aluminium on the body of the house and vertical aluminium in the gable 
ends.  The windows are narrow vinyl framed within narrow aluminium frames on the front and sides, 
and aluminium on the rear elevation.  There is one internal brick chimney on the rear in approximately 
the centre of the house. 
 
The front door is centred on the elevation and is accessed by a set of concrete steps.  A previously and 
still existent enclosed front porch has been recently completely enclosed with glazing and a screen door.  
 
City Building Permit records indicate that a garage was constructed in 1950 and that a seven foot by 
twenty-six-foot addition was constructed in 1959.  Photographs do not provide clues as to where this 
addition was made.  Likely the roof was redone at the same time to cover the entire new massing and 
the aluminium siding was installed afterwards at some point. 
 
The condition of the structure and the various components is unknown.  
 
Heritage Value and Evaluation 
 
Heritage Value 
 
First Owner/Developer  
 
City documents show that the house is attributed to “Millala Wania” (sic). An online search of this name 
on the BC Museum genealogy website provided a death certificate for Waino Gustav Millala.  The online 
Directory for 1913 lists his name as Waino Millala, which suggests that his proper name is spelled Waino 
Gustav Millala. 
 
Mr. Millala is listed in the 1913 online Directory as working as a sorter for the Brunette Sawmill 
company. It does not, however, give any information on his residential address.  His death certificate 
lists his occupation as a fisherman from 1922 to 1952.  He was born in Finland in 1882 and came to 
Canada, and specifically to British Columbia, in 1907 at the age of 25. He was married to Hanna (nee 
Mattila), also from Finland.  She was born in 1891 and passed away in 1961.  There are online records 
for two children: Sally, born 1914 and Harold, born 1917 who, like his father, had a career as a 
fisherman.  
 
The online Directories do not list Debeck Street until 1925, at which point the house is owned and 
occupied by John Laknes, who was born in Norway in 1887 and came to Canada in 1906 and to British 
Columbia in 1924.  He was a paint foreman with the Canadian National Railway and was married to 
Minnie (nee Jensen), also from Norway, born in 1880 and who passed away in 1951. Mr. Laknes passed 
away in 1962.  



7 
 

From 1926 to 1939, the house was owned and occupied by Mrs. Charlotte Blower, widow.  Though 
unconfirmed, she was likely the widow of Edward Blower, who passed away in New Westminster in 
1925 at the age of 63.  Mrs. Blower passed away in 1940 at the age of 82.  No further information on 
these two was found. 
 
From 1940 to 1955+, the house was owned and occupied by Mr. A. Stan Jolly and his wife Dorothy T.  
Mr. Jolly worked for Pound’s Auto Shop.  No further information on these two was found.  
 
The online Directories only go to 1955. It is therefore unknown how long after 1955 the Jolly family 
owned the house.  
 

Name Years of Ownership/Occupancy Occupation 
Waino and Hanna Millala 1913 - ? Fisherman 
John Laknes ? - 1925 Paint Foreman with the CNR 
Charlotte Blower 1926 - 1939  Widow 
A. Stan and Dorothy T. Jolly 1940 – 1955+ Mechanic with Pound’s Auto 

Shop 
 
Heritage Value – Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada 
 
The heritage value of the subject house has been assessed based on possible aesthetic, historic/cultural, 
scientific, social and/or spiritual importance or significance for past, present and future generations, as 
per the “Standards and Guidelines”.  See the definitions of these values in Appendix B. As noted above, a 
more detailed listing of values, if present, would form part of a Statement of Significance.  
 
For this Heritage Assessment, the following summary is provided: 
 
While a neat and tidy looking house, it has very little aesthetic interest. It is a simple box shape that had 
a small addition made in 1959.  All of the original windows are gone, and the exterior cladding has been 
changed to aluminium (it is possible that the original siding is underneath but there is no guarantee of 
this or of its condition if it is there.)  There is very little historic or cultural significance associated with 
the house. Some information has been found on the owners up to 1955, who were mostly typical 
working people; however, there is little other information available.  
 
There is no social or scientific value because there is nothing identifiable or recognizable about the 
current design of the house that would allow it to contribute to the community’s sense of identity or to 
the understanding or appreciation of the time when the house was constructed. There is no known 
spiritual value associated with the house, but to determine if there is spiritual value associated with the 
house or the land upon which it sits would require consultation with First Nations and other cultural 
groups.  
 
There are no character-defining elements for this house. 
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Conclusion 
 
After assessing the building for possible heritage value, it is the recommendation of this heritage 
professional that the property has none. 
   
JSchueck 
 
Julie Schueck, CAHP Professional Member 
Principal, Schueck Heritage Consulting  
julie@schueckconsulting.com    
778-838-7440  
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Appendix A: Historic Information 
 
The Goad’s Atlas of the City of New Westminster, published in 1913, shows Debeck Street and the lots 
already subdivided, but does not show either the subject house or the house next door, both of which 
received Building Permits and were purportedly constructed in 1912.  The subject property is Lot 11. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Goad’s Atlas of the City of New Westminster, BC. 1913. Plate 121. 
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Henderson’s Greater Vancouver City Directory Part 2, 1913, page 1700. 
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Death Certificate for 
Waino Gustav Millala. 
Royal BC Museum 
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Wrigley Henderson 
Amalgamated British 
Columbia Directory, 
1925, page 948. 
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Death Certificate for 
John Laknes. Royal BC 
Museum 
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Appendix B: Definitions 
The following definitions of heritage value are quoted directly from the “Canadian Register of Historic 
Places: Writing Statements of Significance” guide: 
 
Aesthetic value refers to the sensory qualities of a historic place (seeing, hearing, touching, smelling and 
tasting) in the context of broader categories of design and tradition. A place may have aesthetic 
significance because it evokes a positive sensory response, or because it epitomizes a defined 
architectural style or landscape concept. Visual aesthetic value is typically expressed through form, 
colour, texture or materials. It is possible for historic places to have other aesthetic values as well, such 
as auditory ones. Historic places with aesthetic significance may reflect a particular style or period of 
construction or craftsmanship, or represent the work of a well-known architect, planner, engineer or 
builder. 
 
Historical and cultural values are sometimes combined and refer to the associations that a place has 
with past events and historical themes, as well as its capacity to evoke a way of life or a memory of the 
past. Historical or cultural value may lie in the age of a heritage district, its association with important 
events, activities, people or traditions; its role in the development of a community, region, province, 
territory or nation; or its patterns of use. Historical or cultural value can lie in natural or ecological 
features of the place, as well as in built features. 
 
Scientific value refers to the capacity of a historic place to provide evidence that can advance our 
understanding and appreciation of a culture. The evidence is found in the form, materials, design and/or 
experience of the place. Scientific value can derive from various factors, such as age, quality, 
completeness, complexity or rarity. Scientific value may also be present when the place itself 
supplements other types of evidence such as written sources, such as in archaeological sites. 
 
Social value considers the meanings attached to a place by a community in the present time. It differs 
from historical or cultural value in that the value may not have an obvious basis in history or tradition 
and relates almost entirely to the present time. Social value may be ascribed to places that perform a 
key role within communities, support community activities or traditions, or contribute to the 
community’s sense of identity. Places with social value include sites that bring the community together 
and create a sense of shared identity and belonging. 
 
Spiritual value is ascribed to places with religious or spiritual meanings for a community or a group of 
people. Sacred and spiritual places could include places of mythological significance, landscape features 
associated with myth and legends, burial sites, rock cairns and alignments, fasting/vision quest sites etc., 
places representing particular belief system(s) or places associated with sacred traditions, ceremonial 
practices or rituals of a community/group of people.4 
  

 
4 Historic Places Program Branch, “Canadian Register of Historic Places: Writing Statements of Significance,” Parks 
Canada, November 2006, pp. 12-13.  
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