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Heritage Values Assessment
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New Westminster, BC HERITAGE CONSULTING
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Introduction

The subject building is located at 413 Rousseau Street in New
Westminster, British Columbia and is being evaluated in order
to determine if it has heritage value.

A Heritage Values Assessment is a high-level evaluation that
analyzes the potential heritage value of a place in order to
assist with decision-making options for the property. It helps
City Planners and owners determine if there is sufficient
heritage value to discuss retention options, including non-
financial incentives in exchange for retention and restoration
of the place.

The heritage value of a place is determined by assessing if it
has aesthetic, cultural, historic, scientific, social and/or spiritual
importance or significance for past, present, and future ——
generations (using the Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada?). If
present, these values would be embodied by character-defining elements typically identified as
materials, forms, location, spatial configurations, uses and cultural associations or meanings.

A site visit was conducted on October 20, 2022, in order to take photographs of the exterior of the
building and to assess it for heritage value.

Context

Constructed in 1907, the house is located in the Sapperton neighbourhood of New Westminster, British
Columbia.

The property has the following site physical characteristics?:

Site Area: 472 sm (5,085 sf)
Frontage: 13.72 m (45.01 ft)
Average Depth: 34.44 m (113.00 ft)
Floor Space Ratio 0.338

Site Coverage: 15.8%

1 The Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada, Second Edition, 2010.

p. 5.
2 From the City’s Site Development Report.



The property is zoned Single Detached Residential (RS-2), the intent of which is to “allow single detached
dwellings and secondary suites in residential neighbourhoods”3. For more details on the expectations
for this zone, please consult with the City’s Planning Division.

The property is identified in the Official Community Plan as Residential — Infill Townhouse (RT), the
purpose of which is “to allow small scale, side-by-side townhouses and rowhouses which are compatible
within areas of single detached housing and other lower density ground-oriented housing”*. For more
details on the expectations for this land use designation, please consult with the City’s Planning Division.

The property is identified with a red marker on the following Google map. Directly across the street to
the east is a car dealership. On the south side is another single family house and then another car
dealership. To the north and west are single family houses. Most impactful is Brunette Avenue and the
railway tracks that are both visible and audible from the house.

3 City of New Westminster Zoning Bylaw, Section 311.
4 City of New Westminster Official Community Plan — Mainland Use Designations, p. 4.



Photographs of the House (October 2022)

West (rear) elevation

— Oblique view of rear and side elevations
Side view of front porch



North elevation



The Building

The house was constructed in 1907, according to City records. It sits forward on the lot, facing Rousseau
Street. The design is a Gable Vernacular, according to the Vancouver Heritage Foundation House Styles
guide. It typifies this style through its 2 storey height, front gable roof, full-width front porch with the
front door set on the side and in line with the front stairs, and the way the main floor is set % storey
above ground.

The body of the house is clad in stucco on the main and
upper levels. The lower level is clad in horizontal wood
clapboard siding with a 5 % inch profile. The top half of
the gable end on the front elevation is clad in wood
shingles, in both square cut and octagonal cut patterns.
According to the current owners, the house was
completely renovated inside and out in c. 2003 and it
was likely at this point that the stucco was added.
Without removing all of the stucco, it is impossible to
know if any of the original wood siding is underneath, to
what extent and in what condition.

Front gable with
wood shingles

When the house was photographed in c. 1982 for
placement on the Heritage Resource Inventory, it was
clad in horizontal wood siding with the same shingles
in the front gable. The siding appears to be similar to
the siding that is on the base of the house today. In
1982, the front porch had been enclosed. At some
point, likely in c. 2003, the front porch was opened
up again (although the area under the porch remains
enclosed). The front porch is full width with square
posts that support a hip roof. There is a sympathetic
wood railing system around the porch and on either

{ side of the wood stairs (no risers), all added within
the last 10 — 15 years. The floor of the porch is clad in
ceramic tile and the ceiling over the porch is tongue-
in-groove wood. The front door,
with a wide frame, is located on
the right side of the porch and
the stairs are directly in line with
it. Also on the front elevation is
a small door, nicely framed,
leading to the area under the
porch.

Tongue-in-groove
ceiling on front porch



There are few windows on the house, all of which appear to be
an older style with wide wood frames and projecting wood sills,
and most of which have had vinyl inserts installed. There are
two small windows on the north elevation, a basement window
and a small window just above, that have not had vinyl inserts
added. There is also a stained glass window (a piano window)
on the north elevation, main floor, near the front of the house.

South elevation — showing similarity in windows between Basement window with wood frame
the original portion of the house and the addition on north elevation

At some point an addition was made to the rear of the house. It is 1 storey with a front facing gable roof
with a smaller intersecting gable roof, both of which have a smaller pitch than the primary roof. The
frames and sills of the windows on this addition match those on the house, suggesting either that
someone matched the frames and sills at the time of the addition, or that this addition was made at the
same time that all of the windows were
installed. Without permits, it is impossible
to know when these changes occurred.

Rear addition Aerial view from Google Maps showing the rear addition



There is one internal red brick chimney with a concrete chimney cap,
located at the rear of the original portion of the house. The style of the
brick is running bond.

Comparison of the subject house: c. 1982 on the left and 2022 on the right.

R o R SR : :
Photo courtesy of the NWMA, c. 1982, IHP 14794 Photo courtesy of the author, 2022
Note the closed-in porch




Heritage Value and Evaluation

Heritage Value — Early Occupants

City records identify that the house was constructed in 1907 for or by N. E. Braithwaite. A search of the
on-line City Directories, the Vancouver Public Library website and the BC Archives genealogical site for
birth, marriage and death certificates provided no information or listing of N. E. Braithwaite. A search of
the on-line historical newspapers did provide a few references to a “J. E. Braithwaite”. In The Daily
News (December 21, 1906, p. 8) his name is listed under the title “The Transient Throng”. In the Daily
Building Record (October 31, 1913. P.1) his name appears beside of list of Vancouver Building Permits
(#5489): “J. C. Clifford, repair res, 902-8" Ave W. W. J. E. Braithwaite, contr. $375”. If the “N. E.
Braithwaite” listed in the City records is in fact “W. J. E. Braithwaite”, then it would suggest that
Braithwaite was the contractor rather than the owner.

There is one more reference to a “J. E. Braithwaite” in the New Westminster News (an insert page from
the Semiahmoo Gazette, August 23, 1913, p. 7) under the White Rock Personals stating: “Mr. and Mrs. J.
E. Braithwaite of Kitsilano, who are returning home this week, have had numerous visitors to their
summer house on the Stevens addition, amongst whom were Mrs. Alexander and daughter, Mrs. Zaff
and Mrs. Langley from Vancouver, Mrs. Thos. Smith of Eburn, Mrs. George MacKenzie of Wash. and on
Friday last Mrs. Braithwaite entertained a number of friends in the afternoon.” There is a Mr. John E.
Braithwaite listed in Henderson’s Greater Vancouver City Directory in 1913 (p. 633) with the occupation
of ‘real estate’ and with a residence at 2455 W. 8" Ave in Vancouver. Without further information,
there is no way to know if “J. E. Braithwaite” and “N. E. Braithwaite” were the same person.

The first time that the address of the subject house is listed in the on-line City Directories is 1938.
Between the time stated as the construction year (1907) and 1938, it is not until 1925 that Rousseau
Street appears in the on-line Directories. During this time period, the lowest house number is 415
Rousseau Street.

In 1938, when 413 Rousseau Street is first listed, the owner is identified as “A. MacDonald”. Alex
MacDonald was married to Mary MacDonald. He worked as a ‘labourer’ but there was no information
stating what kind of labourer he was or for which company he worked. Beginning in 1945, Alex is no
longer listed with the house; only “Mrs. Mary MacDonald” is listed. No birth, marriage or death
certificates could be found for either Alex or Mary, nor was any further information about them found
from other sources.

1907 House constructed (according to City records)

1908 —1924  Rousseau Street not listed in the on-line City Directories
1925 Rousseau Street now listed in the on-line City Directories
1938 First time 413 Rousseau Street is listed

1938 -1944  Alex and Mary MacDonald (owners)
1944 — 1955°+ Mrs. Mary MacDonald (owner)

5 The on-line Directories only go as far as 1955. It is possible that Mrs. MacDonald lived in the house for a longer
period of time.



Heritage Value — Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada

The heritage value of the subject house has been assessed based on possible aesthetic, historic/cultural,
scientific, social and/or spiritual importance or significance for past, present and future generations, as
per the “Standards and Guidelines”. See the definitions of these values in Appendix C. A more detailed
listing of values would form part of a Statement of Significance.

For this Heritage Assessment, the following summary is provided:

The house has some aesthetic value for its Vernacular Gable style, which would include its slender and
tall massing, front gable roof with wood shingles in the gable end, and open front porch with hipped
roof. It has historic value for its age (1907) and for retaining the overall style of that period, even though
the exterior cladding and windows have been altered.

The house does not have any cultural or social value as nothing other than names can be associated
with it. There is no known spiritual value associated with the property®.

The character-defining elements for this house would include the overall form, massing and design,
including the wood clapboard siding below the main level, wood shingles in the front gable end, the
style of the windows and the stained glass piano window.

Conclusion

After assessing the heritage value of the house, it is the opinion of this heritage professional that the
property has heritage value for its age and architectural style, but that it does not have any known
cultural, social or spiritual value.

The house would be eligible for a discussion about retention options, particularly through a Heritage
Revitalization Agreement. The work to restore the house would be extensive and would likely include
removing the stucco and replacing it with wood clapboard siding, restoring the front porch, assessing
and restoring all of the windows, possibly removing the rear addition, etc. A conditions assessment was
not carried out but would be something to consider as it may provide additional information to help
inform any future decisions about the house.

JSchuneck

Julie Schueck, Principal
Schueck Heritage Consulting
julie@schueckconsulting.com
778-838-7440

5 To determine if there is spiritual value associated with the house or the land upon which it sits would require
consultation with First Nations and other cultural groups.



Appendix A: Historic Information

413 Rousseau Sireet

circa 1907

Pioneer Tent Style -- Late Victorian
Period

Built around 1907, this house has a simple
gabled facade with a rear shed roof addition
characteristic of the Pioneer Tent style. The
octagonal shaped shingles, double hung
windows, and weatherboard siding are
original, while the enclosed front porch is an
addition.

49

Excerpt from the New Westminster Historic Resources Inventory, Volume 3, 1986, p. 49.
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Photograph of 413 Rousseau St. c. 1982. Courtesy NWMA IHP 14794
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BC and Yukon Directory 1938, p. 332

McCallum

McCallum D firmn Tbr Preservers

MeCallum David (Jean) eng RC Hosp h 1526 Tth Av

McCallum Ernest (A Mabel) eng h 3786 Albert N Bby

McCallum Flora M sten London & Western Trusts r 3920
Regent Bby

McCallum Henry L (Alice M) lab h 116 St Patrick

MeCalluin Hugh (Mary B) eng Metro Bldg h 3920 Re-
gent Bby

McCallum Hugh Jr logr r 3920 Regent Bby

MecCallum J carp Keystone Shingles & Lbr r 116 St

Patrick
McCalluign John (Doris) tmstr h 4425 Grandview Hway
. Bby

Y
McCallum John (Carrie) h 1217 7th Av
McCallum Male McD logr r 3920 Regent Bby
McCallum Margt sten r 3920 Regent Bby
McCallum Thos M (Susan) emp Westr Shook Mills h rr
268 14th Av Bby
McCallum Velna studt r 116 St Patrick
McCallum Walter A firmn r 3786 Albert N Bby
MecCallum Wm K (Margt S) prop Veterans Barber Shop
h 1796 Kway Bby
McCammon Dorothy studt UBC r 3912 Imperial Bby
McCammon Edith G sch tehr Bby Corpn r 2519 Dow

Bhy

McCammon Jas W studt UBC r 3912 Imperial Bby

MeCammon John G (Ella M) dir of med services BC Govt
h 3912 Imperial Bby

MeCammon Margt C wid J A h 2519 Dow Bby

McCammon Mary M sch tchr r 2519 Dow Bby

MeCann Russell ¢ (Helen M) prop McKay New & Used
Furn h 3825 Hazel Bby

McCannell Wm L (Minnie) pltymn h 104 E 11th Av
Bb,

Y

McCardle Patk G lab r 2669 Silver Bby
McCarthy Aileen nurse r 4152 Rumble Bby
McCarthy Alice G drsmkr 4152 Rumble Bby
McCarthy Danl (Annie C) hlpr Swifts h 219 5th Av
MacCarthy Jas A (Dolenna J) acct h 2912 Kway Bby
McCarthy John (Bridget) lab N Westr City h 81'1 5th

St

McCarthy John lab h 28 N Springer N Bby
McCarthy Lucinda J wid N h 4152 Rumble Bby
McCartie Richd C (Evelyn) of Westr Thea h 814 Lon-

McComb Geo L (Ivy K M) mech L W Farris h 3360
Imperial Bby

McComb Gordon § studt r 728 Gth Av

McCumb Harold J (Mary E) shpr B-K Mill h 423 10th

Mc(}omb2 Robt C (Charlotte) sch jntr N Westr City h
8 6th
McCombge Cecil (Nom G) clk BCER h 2226 Linden

McCombie Otway C r 2226 Linden Bby
McConachey Virgie r 430 Elmer
McCons%hie Gordon J of Mayfair Florists r 4126 Regent

Y
McConachie Jean tel opr r 4126 Regent Bby
McConachie John chauf h 4126 Regent Bby
McConachie Mary emp BC Tel r 4126 Regent Bby
McConnell Herbt (Florence) shpr h 3149 Norfolk Bby
McConnell Jas (May M) emp BC Distil h 875 Burnaby
McConnell Jas A phys dir YMCA r 121 2nd St
McConnell Jas J (Mary L) guard Oakalla Prison Farm
h 2675 Elgin Bby
McConnell Marie r 722 Tth Av
MeConnell Willgress A mech r 832 Henley
McConnell Wm (Marie) hlpr CNR h 722 Tth Av
McCorkell Albt C (Kate) retired h ss Govt cor North
Bb:

y

McCorkindale R r RR3

McCormack Adam J woodwkr r 3921 Manor Bby

MeCormack Arth Ingshmn r 113 Oakland

McCormack Betty emp BC Towel r 3921 Manor Bby

McCormack David B (Agnes) coremkr Wallace Fndy h
677 16th Av Bby

MeCormack Edith wid S r 506 St George

McCormack Jas V atdt Hollywood Sanitarium r same

McCormack Jane wid M h 113 Oakland

McCormack John B (Helen B) prsmn BC Journal of
Commerce h 3921 Manor Bby

MeCormack John B Jr r 3921 Manor Bby

McCormack John H lab r 113 Cakland

McCormack Peter (Marion E) slsmm Can Bkries h 1117
Edinburgh

McCormick — mlwkr r 51 Albert Cres

MecCormick Dorothy studt r 107 Park Row

McCormick Geo F H clk Bk of Toronto r 107
Row

McCormick Henrietta I sch tchr-N Westr City r 107

Park

don
McCartie

-
P
=

McCartney
McCa r;qill
B
MeCarvill Bby
McCaskill
McCaskill
McCauley
MeCauley
McCauley
McCauley
McCaull )
McCaw_Sal

School

McChesney

MeClaskey Boundary N Bby f
mccelnd ~ McDonald Andw  (Alice) pres McDonald & Callan h
Moo 336 2nd St

McDonald Adair r 512 8th St
McDonald Mrs Agnes prop Savoy Hotel r 660 Columbia
MacDonald Alex (Lilian) sht mtl wkr h 2690 Bonsor

MacDonald Alex (Mary) lab h 413 Rousseau
McDonald Alex (Falconer)

McDonald Alex M (Verna) h 1014 10th Av
v S MacDonald Alex S fshrmn r 6375 Delta Bby
Mecneny|  MacDonald Alister O emp BC Distil r 413 12th

Nan MacDonald Allan E (Matilda) sht mtl wkr h 702

cooper BC Distil

and 624 Lolumbm .

MecClew Mrs Margt A prop Marguerite Beauty Shop r 1,
321 E Columbia N Westr

McCloskey Jas C (Pearl) sub sta opr BCER h 3767
E Georgia N Bby

McCloskey John M (Agnes) eng. h 3294 Sperling Bby

McCloskey Thos J (Gladys) drvr h 112 Granville

McCloud John (Clara C) formn BCER h 3079 Willing-
don Bby

McClure Alma nurse RC Hosp r 1212 Hamilton

McClure Edw W (Doris V) plnrmn Alberta Lbr h 706

1st St

McClure Geo (Ellen) h 3978 Buchanan Bby

McClure H sch jntr Bby Corpn r Fraser Arm PO Bby

MecClure Henry (Annie H) firmn Bloedel Stewart & Welch
h ws Alberta Bby

McClure Isabel W R emp BC Tel r 704 Richmond Bby

McClure Wm studt r 1212 Hamilton

McClure Wm B teleg opr CNR h 1212 Hamilton

McCluskey Gregor studt r 38, 121 10th St

McCluskey Wm (Isabella) blksmth h 38, 121 10th St

McColl Ann r 603 3rd Av

MecColl Don retired r 3837 Cambridge N Bby

McColl Duncan S (Flora M) tnsmth BC Sugar h 4136
Union N Bby

McColl H r RR3

McColl John (Winnifred 1) emp Gordon & Belyea r
4081 Pandora N Bby

McColl Thos (Mary) baker h 603 3rd Av

McColl Wm slsmn Copp The Shoe Man r 603 3rd Av

McColm John E (Eva) r 3770 Dundas N Bby

McCranor Harry Jr drvr Coml Trueck r 212 Durham

McCranor Helen r 212 Durham

McCranor Marjorie sten BC Distil r 212 Durham

McCranor Mary wid H h 212 Durham

McCrate J stlwkr Western Bridge r 3865 Cambridge Bby

MecCrea Gilmour J (Margery I) slsmn r 4340 John Bby

McCrea Sam H (Beatrice F') prop Collingwood Billiard
Hall h 4340 John Bby

McCready Agnes wid R h 816 10th Av

McCready C Franklin of McCready Bros r 816 10th Av

McCready Frank gro and confr 816 10th Av

McCready Jas N of MeCready Bros r 816- 10th Av

McCreary M r RR3

MecCreight Irma maid G W Clark r 4339 E Qeorgia

N Bby

McCreight Jas (Isabella) mlwrt J Chew Shingle h 4339
E Georgia N Bby

McCrone Crawford E r 224 3rd St

MecCrone Geo H (Mary J) carp h 224 3rd St

McCrum Mary J wid W A h 2311 Frederick Bby

MeCubbin A r RR1

McCubbin I r RR1

MeCubbin L r RR1

McCue Mrs Eleanor h 3790 Pandora N Bby

McCue Sherrill E (Beatrice) retired h 137 Ranelagh

N Bby
McCuish Arch' h 4528 Keefer N Bby
McCuish Wm T (Fannie) slsmn h 216 Durham
McCulley Bert (Mary) car repr h 3785 Oxford N Bby
McCulloch Annie wid A h 2327 Frederick Bby
McCulloch Beryl A opr BC Tel r 4301 Clydesdale Bby

McCulloch Ezra G (Margt A) drve MT Co h 4301
Clydesdale Bby

McCulloch Hazel G opr BC Tel r 4301 Clydesdale
Bl

by
MecCulloch Isabel bkpr W S Collister r 1472 Kway Bby
McCulloch J atdt Pub Hosp for Insane
McCulloch Jas (Martha) uphol Van Motors h 324 N
Ingleton N Bby
MecCulloch Margt wid A r 1028 18th Av Bby
McCulloch Margt M nurse Dr E W Wylde r 320 Ash
McCulloch Sam (Ellen) cond BCER h 1028 18th Av

Bby
McCullough Albt (Clara M) rancher h ss Govt nr Piper
Bb,

Miss G techn RC Hosp r same

Harry E (Nina) h 2724 Sussex Bby

Helen J maid r 2724 Sussex Bby

Jon lab r 32 6th St

McCullough John A r RR2

McCullough Robt (Laura) retired h 2728 Sussex Bby

McCully H car repr BCER r 3785 Oxford N Bby

McCully John (Joan) lab h 4323 Dundas N Bby

McCurrach J Bruce (Helen) sales mgr B-K Mill h 1474
Mary Bby

McCurrach Jas J (Violet J) burner Imp Oil h 699
Richmond Bby

McCurrach Jeanne D sten CIL r 1049 14th Av Bby

McCurrach Wm J (Isabel) retired h 1049 14th Av
B

y
MeCullough
MecCullough
McCullough
McCullough

by
McCutcheon Jas G (Anita) h 512 Quadling
McCutcheon Lorne D r 3831 Dundas N Bby
MeCuteheon Robt H (Marjory 0) phys and surg 1, 421
Nanaimo (Van) h 3831 Dundas N Bby
MchdAz Ow[;.‘n (Agnes) lab Mohawk Lbr h 1986 15th
v Bby
McDaniel Dorsey P clk Royal Bk r 4006 Imperial Bby
MecDaniel Frances M sten Auto Metal & Radiator Wks r
4006 Imperial Bby
McDaniel Frank R (Dorothy D) eng CPR h 3723 Dun-
das N Bby
McDaniel John D (Emma) eleten h 4006 Imperial Bby
McDaniel Nancy E r 4006 Imperial Bby
McDaniel Patricia D r 3723 Dundas N Bby

MecDell John F hlpr Swifts h 455 Garfield

McDell Coventry B deckhd Can Govt r 315 Alberta

McDell Glen D mlwkr r 315 Alberta

MeDell John (Janet) postmn h 315 Alberta

McDermid Chas N lab BC Sugar h 3659 Maitland Bby

McDermid Elias (Grace) carp h 114 8th Av

MeDermid Joan mach opr BC Sugar r 3659 Maitland

McDermott Andw M (Jean E) sch tchr N Westr City b
415 3rd St

MecDermott Jean studt r 415 3rd St

MeDermott John slsmn Fogg Motors r 726 20th St Bby

McDevitt Grace r 4443 E Hastings N Bby

McDevitt John (Anne) lab h 4443 E Hastings N Bby

McDevitt Lillian r 4443 E Hastings N Bby

McDevitt Margt T asst St Paul’s Hosp r 4443 E Has-
tings N Bby

McDiarmid John (Maria) h 5505 Douglas Bby

McDiarmid Morley J r 5505 Douglas Bby

MecDiarmid Ralph G (Rae V) chemist Shell Oil h 4984
Union N Bby

MacDiarmid Seraphine A wid H D h 17 Wellington

MeDonald A r RR2

MecDonald A r RR

MacDonald A Danl (Edlth) lab h 2870 Dufferin Bby

McDonald A P r

McDonald Adair r 512 8th St

McDonald Mrs Agnes prop Savoy Hotel r 660 Columbia

MacDonald Alex (Lilian) sht mtl wkr h 2690 Bonsor
Bb,

y
acDonald Alex (Mary) lab h 413 Rousseau
McDonald Alex (Falconer) cooper BC Distil h
School
McDonald Alex M (Verna) h 1014 10th Av
MaeDonald Alex S fshrmn r 6375 Delta Bby
MacDonald Alister O emp BC Distil r 413 12th St
MacDonald Allan E (Matilda) sht mtl wkr h 702 N
Boundary N Bby
McDonald Andw  (Alice) pres McDonald & Callan h
336 2nd St
McDumld Andw J coolermn Burns & Co r 4329 Kinnie

411

MacDonald Angus (Belle) retired h 3814 Oxford N Bby
MeDonald Angus (Dorothy) h 208 T7th Av
MacDonald Angus J clk BCER r 3746 Keefer N Bby
Macdonald Angus J§ slsmn Cassidy’s r 3424 Olive Bby
MacDonald Annie emp BC Distil r 2870 Dufferin Bby
MacDonald Arch (Marion) clk PO h 4251 Union N Bby
MacDonald Arch (Sadie) h 2904 Waltham Bby
MacDonald Arth R (Vernestle) comp Columbian Co h 750
Edmonds Bby
Macdonald Beatrice cash Woolworths r 721 Armstrong

by
Macdonald Benj S (Mary) kpr BC Pen h 526 2nd St
MacDonald C M emp BC Tel r 413 12th St
MecDonald Ceeil A (Phyllis M) mlwkr h 693 16th Av

Yy
MacDonald Chas lab r 111 N Fell N Bby
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Appendix B: Description of Gabled Vernacular Architectural Style
Vancouver Heritage Foundation Website

Form

The most common surviving houses of old Vancouver, Gabled Vernaculars are 1-1/2 to 2-1/2 stories tall
with front-gabled roofs; the roof may have a skirt across the bottom of the gable. In this style, the house
is usually set a half to a full storey above the ground (due to the basement space required for central
heating). Its full-width front porch commonly has a hipped roof held up by posts (typically round Tuscan-
style). The front door is almost always set on one side of the facade in line with the front stairs and there
may be a bay window on one side of the porch, sometimes repeated on the upper storey. Dormers may
be hipped or gabled. Examples of the style usually have very few decorative elements such as brackets
and fretwork.

Background

The Gabled Vernacular style drew on several popular styles, adapted them for simpler homes for
everyday living in the late 19" — early 20™ century. Following the rise of the Greek revival movement in
the 19" century, gable-fronted houses became more common, with designs that echoed the pediments
of ancient Greek temples. This style gained popularity for American homes between 1830 and 1850. Pre-
fabricated houses like many of the BC Mills houses and mail-order plans made the style easy to access.
Gabled Vernacular homes were common in Vancouver since their narrow two-storey form made front-
gabled houses well suited for urban lots. Today, the style is one of the most common historical house
styles left in the city.

Details
e Steeply pitched, front-gabled roof
e Often roof skirt across bottom of gable
e Usually 2 to 2-1/2 storey
e  Full-width porch
e Set a half- to full-storey above ground
e Few decorative elements
e Drop siding or narrow lap siding, sometimes shingles

Materials

Gabled Vernacular roofs were usually made of cedar shingles. Siding was usually drop siding with a
pronounced channel or concave cove shape at the top of the board.
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Appendix C: Definitions
The following definitions of heritage value are quoted directly from the “Canadian Register of Historic
Places: Writing Statements of Significance” guide:

Aesthetic value refers to the sensory qualities of a historic place (seeing, hearing, touching, smelling and
tasting) in the context of broader categories of design and tradition. A place may have aesthetic
significance because it evokes a positive sensory response, or because it epitomizes a defined
architectural style or landscape concept. Visual aesthetic value is typically expressed through form,
colour, texture or materials. It is possible for historic places to have other aesthetic values as well, such
as auditory ones. Historic places with aesthetic significance may reflect a particular style or period of
construction or craftsmanship, or represent the work of a well-known architect, planner, engineer or
builder.

Historical and cultural values are sometimes combined and refer to the associations that a place has
with past events and historical themes, as well as its capacity to evoke a way of life or a memory of the
past. Historical or cultural value may lie in the age of a heritage district, its association with important
events, activities, people or traditions; its role in the development of a community, region, province,
territory or nation; or its patterns of use. Historical or cultural value can lie in natural or ecological
features of the place, as well as in built features.

Scientific value refers to the capacity of a historic place to provide evidence that can advance our
understanding and appreciation of a culture. The evidence is found in the form, materials, design and/or
experience of the place. Scientific value can derive from various factors, such as age, quality,
completeness, complexity or rarity. Scientific value may also be present when the place itself
supplements other types of evidence such as written sources, such as in archaeological sites.

Social value considers the meanings attached to a place by a community in the present time. It differs
from historical or cultural value in that the value may not have an obvious basis in history or tradition
and relates almost entirely to the present time. Social value may be ascribed to places that perform a
key role within communities, support community activities or traditions, or contribute to the
community’s sense of identity. Places with social value include sites that bring the community together
and create a sense of shared identity and belonging.

Spiritual value is ascribed to places with religious or spiritual meanings for a community or a group of
people. Sacred and spiritual places could include places of mythological significance, landscape features
associated with myth and legends, burial sites, rock cairns and alignments, fasting/vision quest sites etc.,
places representing particular belief system(s) or places associated with sacred traditions, ceremonial
practices or rituals of a community/group of people.’

7 Historic Places Program Branch, “Canadian Register of Historic Places: Writing Statements of Significance,” Parks
Canada, November 2006, pp. 12-13.
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