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BACKGROUND 

Synaxis Associates was contacted by a representative of the property owner to conduct a 
Heritage Value Assessment for 38 Tenth Avenue, located in the Glenbrooke North 
neighbourhood of the City of New Westminster. Since the house on the property is well 
over 100 years old, the City of New Westminster required that a Heritage Value 
Assessment be completed for pre-development application or review. Synaxis Associates 
specializes in assessment of community Heritage values. The firm’s principal consultant, 
Matthew Francis, has been a leader in the field of values-based approaches to Heritage 
Conservation and Heritage-based development for over a decade. 

The property located at 38 Tenth Avenue is not listed or otherwise documented on any of 
the City of New Westminster’s current Heritage Inventories. A neighbouring property 
located at 930 – 1st Street, is on the 1993 Heritage Inventory. Due to the age of the 
existing house at 38 Tenth Avenue, however, a values-based Heritage Assessment, 
carried out by a qualified heritage professional, is required to provide sufficient 
contextual knowledge, to ensure that the City’s heritage values are appropriately 
conserved. An enriched understanding of sustainability, which includes heritage values, 
balanced with the parallel priorities of quality and affordable housing, assist local 
governments to achieve their goals – not least in the overall liveability of the built and 
social environment.  

Matthew Francis, MA, CAHP, Principal of Synaxis Associates, is a Professional Member in 
good standing of the Canadian Association of Heritage Professionals | Association 
canadienne d’experts-conseils en patrimoine (CAHP-ACECP) and the British Columbia 
Association of Heritage Professionals. 

Synaxis Associates’ Matthew Francis (pictured at right), leading a workshop for the leaders of 
the Alberta Main Street Program in the City of Lethbridge’s historic Chinatown, June 2014.  
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METHODOLOGY 

Synaxis Associates employs a hybrid methodology to determine community Heritage 
Value. These methods are informed by the Pan-Canadian Historic Places Initiative, and 
the tools that have been developed since the early 2000s, as part of that partnership of 
Provinces, Territories, and Indigenous communities, with the Government of Canada. 
Local practices and articulations of Heritage value are always taken into consideration, 
alongside best practices drawn from other contexts. 

The City of New Westminster describes Heritage value as follows: 
https://www.newwestcity.ca/heritage 

IMPORTANCE OF HERITAGE 

There are social, financial and environmental benefits to retaining heritage 
buildings in a community.   

• First, heritage sites are a connection to the past and provide a sense of history
and continuity. Heritage sites also tell the stories of who we are what we have
experienced as a community, in addition to functioning as landmarks and
having significant aesthetic value.

• Second, heritage buildings often retain their value with more resiliency as
property markets shift through time and support tourism.

• Third, the retention of a heritage building is the more sustainable choice over
demolition and replacement when the costs of the embodied energy in the
building, accumulation of material in the landfill and the cost of new
construction is balanced against potential energy savings.  Heritage
conservation just make sense.

https://www.newwestcity.ca/heritage
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HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND HERITAGE VALUE 

conservation is the management of change. It is a comprehensive and continuous 
activity that has its foundation in legislation and in community participation and 
support. 

The Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada, a 
comprehensive guide to best historic conservation practices, defines heritage 
value as the aesthetic, historic, scientific, cultural, social or spiritual importance or 
significance for past, present or future generations. 

Generally, any structure older than 50 years may have heritage value.  Each 
building and structure is unique and it will have its own distinct set of character-
defining elements.  Character-defining elements can range from the tangible 
features (e.g., massing, materials, construction, decorative details, how and where 
it sits on the site, and its relation to its surroundings) to the intangible features (e.g., 
memories, stories, cultural practices, associated people or events, and its sense of 
time and place). 

Where local governments have not explicitly expressed or defined their own frameworks 
for understanding, the following Heritage Significance (Value) Criteria are often 
employed. 
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The City of New Westminster, in its 2009 Context Statement for its Historic 
neighbourhoods, has articulated both general Heritage values for Glenbrooke North, 
and also a Thematic Framework for the neighbourhood. 

Glenbrooke North – Heritage Values 

According to the City of New Westminster’s 2009 Context Statement, the neighbourhood 
of Glenbrooke North is valued for:  

• Sharing some of the formal stateliness of Queen’s Park particularly seen in the
extension of the major Second and Fifth Street boulevards;

• Aesthetic value for having a landward focus with near views rather than a focus on
the Fraser River and delta lands south and west of the city;

• Aesthetic value lies in the meeting of the grid with the challenging topography of
the old Glenbrooke ravine, and the variety of street dimensions, lot sizes, and land
use that the accommodation of street to landform entails.

• Aesthetically valued for showing a robust selection of housing spanning from the
early--20th Century Edwardian boom years to the post-Second World War
suburban bungalow boom.

• The neighbourhood is culturally significant for having been the place for large-
scale commercial development and post-war public housing on filled ravine lands,
and its replacement with multiple-unit housing immediately north of Queen’s Park.

Glenbrooke North Thematic Framework 

Suburban development: 
• Later settlement in a location away from Downtown
• Development during the boom years around 1912
• Mix of lot sizes and diverse building styles

Centre for City infrastructure: 
• Infill of Glen Ravine and Glenbrooke sewer construction
• Location of Public Works yard and city substation

Post WWII boom and transformation: 
• Commercial development on Sixth Street
• Consumers for new retail facilities
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HERITAGE VALUE ASSESSMENT – 38 Tenth Avenue   

     Front (North-facing) elevation 

    Rear (South-facing) elevation      
(Synaxis Associates photos 2022.06.13) 

1.0 – IDENTIFICATION 

Name of building: None (no historic or informal name associations on record) 
Street address: 38 Tenth Avenue, New Westminster  
PID: 010-202-374 
Legal description: LOT 23 SUBURBAN BLOCK 14 PLAN 16624 
Zoning: RT1 
Declared Value: $1, 272, 500 (As recorded June 2, 2022)  
Evaluation status: Not listed on any current City of New Westminster
Heritage Inventory.  
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2.0 – HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Construction date and source: 1913 
Original owner and source: Delina M. Reid, Land Title 47178F 
People or events of historic interest associated with the site:  
From its construction to the present, it has been determined that no individuals with city-
wide historical significance are meaningfully associated with the site. 
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3.0 – USAGE 

Original Use: Single family residence, CIHB number: 0101 
Present Use: Single family residence, CIHB number: 0101 

4.0 – ARCHITECTURE AND STRUCTURE 

The following descriptive images are derived from the Canadian Inventory of Historic 
Buildings (CIHB), as employed in the Government of Alberta’s Municipal Heritage 
Partnership Program. 

As expected, the house has evolved over its lifespan, with various elements replaced over 
time, including windows, roofing, and siding.  

Footprint or General Plan: 

Foundation Material: 

Basement: 

Number of storeys: 

Structural Material: Wood Frame 

Superstructure Cover / Exterior 
Treatment:  

Pebble Dash Stucco 
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Windows: It appears that a combination of fixed, double-hung, and horizontal sliding 
aluminum/vinyl replacement windows are in place throughout; likely the original or 
historic fenestration pattern is more or less retained. No extant historic photographs are 
available.  

Chimney Location 

Chimney Stack Massing: 
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Roof Type: 

Roof Cover: Asphalt shingles. 

Porch or Verandah:  

The house has an open verandah on the 
front (North) and left (East) elevations.  

Condition: Some deterioration is evident on exterior surfaces and materials; some 
elements, especially the roof and porch, appear to require repair and general 
maintenance.  

5.0 – CONTEXT 

Siting on lot: The house, on a sloping lot, faces North towards Tenth Avenue, and 
maintains a residential setback.  

Significant Landscape Features: There are mature coniferous and deciduous trees on 
the lot, including large prominent cedars in the front and fruit trees in the back.  
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6.0 – RESEARCH INFORMATION 

• LTSA Records – Historic Titles (See Appendix)
• British Columbia City Directories, https://bccd.vpl.ca/
• City of New Westminster Archives

7.0 – COMMENTS 

The historical context of the house at 38 Tenth Avenue is largely associated with the 
building boom present across Canada, and specifically in the Glenbrooke North area of 
New Westminster, in the years leading up to the First World War. 

The house at 38 Tenth Avenue is not the “last and best” surviving example of a once 
common type. Rather, it is typical of pre-First World War residential building stock in the 
Lower Mainland of British Columbia. While now of interest due to its relative age, this 
property could easily have been built in other local communities where the same kinds of 
common materials were also available. But this house is not extraordinary for either its 
method of construction or its materials. 

With regards to the City of New Westminster’s thematic framework for understanding its 
Heritage Values, various themes may be considered in relation to the house at 38 Tenth 
Avenue. These themes would primarily be pre-World War One development of New 
Westminster and Glenbrooke North. The property itself is, however, not highly 
representative of these values. Other examples within New Westminster’s extant building 
stock, such as the historic resources already designated or included on the Inventory for 
their associations with the history and development of the city, embody these themes in 
more compelling and documented ways. 

https://bccd.vpl.ca/
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When we consider the property at 38 Tenth Avenue in relation to established significance 
criteria for determining Heritage Value, only Category “A” would possibly apply, in 
relation to the theme of Pre-First World War development in Glenbrooke North. 
Considering that the Context Statement for Glenbrook North identifies the 1950s as 
being the neighbourhood’s primary period of significance, this significance criteria would 
not be sufficient to make a compelling case for heritage protection of the subject 
property in 2022. 

DETERMINATION of Heritage Value / Professional Opinion 

From a values-based perspective, considering the City of New Westminster’s values-
based approach to Heritage management, and upon review of the available evidence, 
my professional assessment would be that the house at 38 Tenth Avenue does not 
possess community Heritage Value to merit ongoing protection or conservation activity 
at this time.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Matthew Francis, MA, CAHP, BCAHP 
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